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Aurora Sexton 

Miss Gay USofA 2016 

asexton@usofa.org 
RPDR star Kim Chi for 
Drag Nation, a monthly 
show of epic rock con-

cert 
proportions 
hosted by Ni-
na Flowers at 
Tracks. This 
was the club I 
got my start 
at and to be 
welcomed 
home as Miss 
Gay USofA 
felt like a 
dream. Thank 
you to Erik 
and all the 
staff for al-
ways having 
me back and 
continuing 
the legacy. I 
love you guys! 

This past 
month I had 
the oppor-

tunity to speak in Washington DC 
for the #Disarmhate campaign 
for sensible gun reform and 
LGBTQ rights. I was very nerv-
ous but grateful to share my voice 
and represent our community. 
Jason Hayes worked his magic to 
make it happen and what an event 
it was. I met a lot of activists from 
all across the country looking to 
effect positive change and it’s an 
experience I’ll never forget. My 
day was truly made as I was driv-
ing past the Washington Monu-
ment my grandmother called to 
tell me she watched my speech 
live on C-span and she was very 
proud of me. We both cried and 

I write this month’s article under 
the glare of 2 angry children won-
dering where their mother has 
been most 
of the 
month. Au-
gust was 
jam packed 
with travel, 
preliminar-
ies, news 
and events 
that I am so 
excited to 
share with 
you so let’s 
dive right 
in! 

First we 
have several 
new prelim-
inaries. I am 
pleased to 
welcome 
Leo Black                                   
for Miss Gay 

Fleur-de-lis USofA in Monroe, 
Louisiana, Brad Thomison for 
Miss Gay Kansas USofA in Wich-
ita, Kansas and Laura Richardson 
and Drew Samuelson for Miss 
Gay Arkansas USofA and a pre-
lim I am SO excited about - 
USofA Pageants returns to the 
place I grew up - Miss Gay Colo-
rado USofA with Promoters As-
syri Dimera and Brenden Neeave. 
Please welcome them all to the 
family! More preliminaries are in 
the works and I will be announc-
ing them very soon! 

Speaking of Denver, I was just 
there this past weekend with one 
of my favorite Chitown girls 

I’m thankful to have had 
that beautiful moment with 
her. 

From DC it was on to Rhode Is-
land to celebrate the wedding of a 
dear friend. Life wasn’t easy for 
me at an early age and this man 
gave me a place to call home, 
made sure I went to school and 
took a firm hand in making sure I 
excelled in life. Congrats Brian & 
Joshua, I wish you both so much 
happiness. 

The next day it was on a boat 
from Boston Harbor, across the 
cape and into the magical seaside 
resort of Provincetown, MA for 4 
days of sand, sun, fun and de-
bauchery. If you have never been, 
I highly suggest it! I won’t go into 
the details but I was with a rowdy 
crew and former Miss Gay USofA 
Chevelle Brooks - enough said? 
Video coming soon, I can’t wait 
to return for Miss Gay Massachu-
setts USofA. 

Preliminaries also kicked off this 
month with our largest franchise, 
Miss Gay Texas USofA. I’ve had 
a long love affair with Texas and 
maybe one or two of its residents 
so I knew this was going to be a 
great time and I was not disap-
pointed! 44 gorgeous and talented 
contestants battled for the crown 
and when the dust settled and the 
light fixtures came down, literally, 
the lady left standing was your 
new Miss Gay Texas USofA - 
Amanda Nicole! Congrats also to 
Kennedy Davenport and Janet  
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helps educate teachers and coun-
selors on dealing with bullying, 
LGBTQ issues and giving those 
students safe spaces so they can 
succeed. 

Nine girls battled it out over 2 
days and as final night com-
menced, one of them came run-
ning back into the dressing room 
crying hysterically, her mouth 
gushing blood. She had been re-
hearsing talent and was dropped 
cracking her front tooth in half, 
breaking her finger and splitting 
her top lip wide open. There was 
blood everywhere. I was heartbro-
ken for this girl not only because 
she was in so much pain but be-
cause of how hard she had 
worked to get ready to compete. 
We did all we could to clean her 
up, stop the bleeding and calm 
her down. Once I glued the gash 
in her lip shut and they found her 
tooth, I asked her “Do you want 
to continue, anyone would under-
stand if you don’t.” She wiped her 
tears, shook her head yes and a 
few hours later she deservingly 
swept every category and won the 
pageant. I am so proud of you 
Boo Belle, where many others 
would have thrown in the towel 
you pushed on through the pain 
and it paid off. That is the defini-
tion of a winner. Congrats to you 
Miss Gay Iowa USofA! Congrats 
also to Yzma S. Diamond on 
qualifying for nationals! 

Don’t forget there are several pre-
liminaries coming up so if you are 
looking for a chance to qualify 
and compete at Miss Gay USofA! 

Miss Gay Wisconsin USofA Oc-
tober 22nd & 23rd  

Andrews who qualified for Miss 
Gay USofA as 1st and 2nd alter-
nates. As an extra treat I spent the 
evening watching the contest with 
our CEO Mr. Jerry Bird and his 
sister Linda. Thanks again for the 
bbq sandwich! Craig Henderson - 
you know how to throw a party, 
thank you to all of your staff, for-
mers and contestants for making 
my first preliminary so wonderful! 
For their organization Craig chose 
a Houston based group called 
AFTER that helps trans people 
transition on the job or match 
their skills with gainful employ-
ment. We played games, ate pizza 
and talked about what they do. I 
was truly moved by some of the 
stories I heard, there is so much 
work to be done in educating oth-
ers about these issues and I ap-
plaud the efforts of Veronika 
Simms and her staff! 

Finally, I want to leave you with a 
story of perseverance and tenacity 
that I hope will inspire others for 
years to come. 

I have just returned home from 
my 2nd preliminary in Des 
Moines, Iowa. It’s a beautiful city 
filled with art, good food and tru-
ly kind people. The sisterhood 
and friendship between all of the 
contestants was a lovely thing to 
see. All the staff and management 
of The Garden really rolled out 
the red carpet. The promoters 
Jason and Ross made me and our 
national Newcomer USofA pro-
moter Mr. Darryl Neumann feel 
right at home with beautiful 
rooms at Des Lux. For their or-
ganization they set up a jello shot 
fundraiser with the staff of Iowa 
Safe Schools, a program that 

Miss Gay Fire & Ice USofA Dec 
4th  
Miss Gay Lonestar USofA Jan 9th  
Miss Gay California USofA Jan 
15th  
Miss Gay Arkansas USofA Jan 
28th  
Miss Gay Oklahoma USofA Feb 
10th & 11th  
Miss Gay Louisiana USofA March 
11th  
Miss Fleur-de-Lis USofA April 1st  

I will announce more dates as 
they come in. If you are interested 
in finding a preliminary in your 
area or becoming a promoter for 
USofA Pageants, please visit 
www.usofa.org and remember to 
follow us on Facebook and Insta-
gram - USofA Pageants to join 
our online community. 

Looking forward to seeing every-
one in Chicago this weekend for 
Miss Continental and at the end 
of the month for Miss Gay 
USofA at Large in Columbus, 
Ohio. Our time together was way 
to brief Ka’aliyah! I know you are 
destined for great things! 

Follow me on FB/IG/Snap/
Twitter - Aurora Sexton and be 
on the lookout this month for the 
debut of my new web series 
USofAurora presented by Moovz. 
Download the #Moovz app today 
and connect with the global 
LGBT community! 

Love and Light, 

Aurora Sexton 
Miss Gay USofA 

P A G E  3S E P T E M B E R

Continued from Page  2 



www.usofa.org 

Nancy Taylor 

Miss Gay USofA Classic 2016 

ntaylor@usofa.org 
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Love, Kindness and 
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McKim Diamond! 

Remember all my Clas-
sic Ladies – in action breeds 
doubt and fear - action breeds 
confidence and courage. If you 

want to con-
quer fear do 
not sit home 
and think 
about it. Go 
out and get 
busy! 

Please don't 
forget we still 
looking for 
promoters 
that wants to 
help us grow 
our classic 
division. If 

you need any information you can 
contact me at ntaylor@usofa.org  

Hello everyone! 

This Month was full of exiting 
events - the first one was in Dal-
las, Texas for the step down of 
Mari Jane. What a fabulous year 
she had. Big 
congratulations 
as well to Vanity 
St. James, our 
New Miss Gay 
USofA New-
comer.   I am 
looking forward 
to working with 
such a sweet 
heart. Welcome 
to the USofA 
Family. 

In my 
hometown – Houston, Texas we 
had the Miss Gay Texas USofA 
Pageant and it was a fabulous 
week. Roxy Ross had an amazing 
and successful year! I had the 
chance to see many friends and to 
work with amazing entertainers 
and I was especially able to chat 
with potential contestants and 
promoters for Miss Gay USofA 
Classic! Congratulations to Aman-
da Nicole on capturing the title 
this year and to Kennedy Daven-
port her 1st Alternate. 

It's sad for me to say good bye to 
a wonderful human being and at 
the same time congratulate her for 
and stellar year as Miss Gay 
USofA at Large - lady you worked 
so hard and I hope all you 
dream’s and inspiration come 
true! We love you Ka'aliyah 

Don't forget to like my Nan-
cy Taylor fan page on Face-
book! 

Much love and respect! 

Nancy Taylor  
Miss Gay USofA Classic 

mailto:ntaylor@usofa.org
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Ka’aliyah McKim Diamond 

Miss Gay USofA at Large 2015 

kmdiamond@usofa.org 
Henderson put on a fabu-
lous pageant from prelim 
night to final night. I had a blast 
at this prelim because I was sur-
rounded by family and friends. 
And of course David Bridgman to 
get on me both nights (I love 

him).  He keeps the 
pageants running 
but fun at the same 
time. Crowned was 
Rita Andrews and 
1st Alt Jessica Lee 
Paris both will be 
joining us in Ohio. 

As we get closer to 
USofA At Large 
week in Columbus, 
OH we have two 
more prelims to go. 
The final two are 
Miss Gay West Vir-
ginia USofA at 
Large and Miss Gay 
Ohio Valley USofA 
At Large. 

It’s been a blast working this year 
across the country and being the 
queen. I’m so thankful for this 
opportunity that I was blessed to 
have and to make and share in so 
many new memories. Thank you 
Jeremy and Darryl for everything 
this year. 

Jerry Bird, thank you for starting a 
division for us big girls. I am truly 
thankful for the gifts you sent me 
during the holidays and through-
out the year. 

Thank you to my wonderful 
USofA Royal Court. You guys 
rock! I couldn’t ask for a better 

Wow it’s that time, the last article. 

It has truly been an amazing year, 
but before I talk about that let 
recognize some prelims that took 
place. The month started off at 
the step-down for Mari Jane, Miss 
Gay USofA 
Newcomer 
2015, which 
was so much 
fun getting to 
be with all 
the formers 
and current 
court. We 
welcomed, 
on final 
night, Vanity 
St. James 
into the 
Newcomer 
sisterhood. 
Congrats 
love, you did 
a great job. 

From Dallas, 
TX I went on to Louisiana for 
Miss Gay Louisiana USofA at 
Large. I had such a blast even 
with all the rain. Crowned that 
night was Cassidy St. James and 
1st Alt Opal Vanderhurst. Both 
ladies did such a great job. What a 
wonderful time I had, got to meet 
so many people and it was my 
1st time there.  Clarence put on a 
great pageant, thank you for hav-
ing me. 

To round out my month of pre-
lims, I was down to the last 3. 
One being Miss Gay Texas 
USofA At Large, where Craig 

team of people to work 
with.  Love you guys!! 

To the fans, family, and friends of 
USofA, thank you for your love 
and support this time around. It 
means so much to me to have 
been able to receive this year. I 
humbly thank you so much.  I’m 
not signing out as a goodbye but a 
see you later. Be on the look-out 
for what’s to come from me. I 
hope to see you all in Columbus, 
OH Sept. 20th - 23rd at Axis. Tick-
ets are on sale. Contact Jeremy 
Barnett or Darryl Kent for more 
details.  This will be a battle you 
don’t want to miss. 

With Love and Respect, 

Ka’Aliyah McKim Diamond 
Miss Gay USofA at Large 
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Mari Jane 

Miss Gay USofA Newcomer2015 

mjane@usofa.org 
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repay you. Just know that I love 
you forever and I treasure you as 
one of my fiercest and closest 
friends. Oh, James Carden. Many 
would say our relationship and 

friendship is 
odd. And 
honestly I 
would have 
to agree 
with them. 
However, 
our friend-
ship works 
for both of 
us. You 
have been 
such great 
help in men-
tally prepar-
ing me for 
this crown 
and I cannot 
thank you 
enough for 
that. I can-

not wait to see what you do with 
your girls this year! The Legend 
herself, Miss Lawanda Jackson. 
You truly are a perfect person. 
You do not even know the impact 
that you have had on my life and 
journey to the crown. I won’t say 
too much more because you 
know I will start crying, but just 
know that I love you so, so much 
and I am forever grateful. Love 
you, my #Sister4Life. Lastly, I 
want to give a shout out to every-
one that had their hands in my 
package for nationals: Mom and 
Dad, Selena Nagaoka-Finnell, Jay-
syn Landyn, Jaisha Keahi, Bianca 
Solei, Coco Vega, Larry Moore, 
JD Martin, Bruce Horton, Roger 
Huffman, Mari Jane, Kira Dan-
iels, and so many more. 

Howdy USofA Family! 
 
All I can say is “WOW!” It still 
has not sunk in that I am the new-
ly crowned Miss Gay USofA 
Newcomer. I am so 
excited to have this 
opportunity to build 
lasting friendships 
and cultivate the 
spirit of pageantry 
within these “Divas of 
Tomorrow”. 

I must start, howev-
er, by thanking eve-
ryone that helped me 
achieve my dream 
and pushed me to 
grow into the per-
former and competi-
tor I am today. First 
on my list is my hus-
band, Frankie Jones. 
No one really knows 
me quite like you do. 
And this goes out to all drag hus-
bands out there, thank you for 
everything you do. Frankie, you 
are always by my side even when I 
am complaining, fussing, sleepy, 
being stubborn, etc. You have 
been my biggest fan since day one 
and drag will always bring us clos-
er together. Since Miss Gay Dia-
mond of the Desert USofA New-
comer, you saw something in me 
and you knew that this was the 
direction I needed to take in my 
life. I love you so much and am 
so excited to reign this year with 
you by my side. Next up, mama 
Naomi St. James. Honestly, if you 
had not dared me to compete this 
year, I would not be as strong as I 
am today. You have given so 
much to me, of which I can never 

I am so excited for the preliminar-
ies to begin for Miss Gay USofA 
Newcomer. I was able to perform 
and attend Miss Gay Texas 
USofA, which was Aurora’s first 
preliminary of the season. I would 
like to congratulate Miss Amanda 
Nicole on her victory at Miss Gay 
Texas USofA. I also wanted to 
give a big shout out and congratu-
lations to the three former New-
comer contestants that made the 
top twelve at Miss Texas: Crystal 
V. Lauren, Heidi T. Iman, and
Natasha E. Cavalli. I cannot ex-
press how happy it makes me to
see girls, whom started out in
Newcomer, compete so fiercely
and successfully on other stages.
With that said, I would like to
point out why they were so suc-
cessful. They were PREPARED.
They gained the necessary prereq-
uisite knowledge and experience
to help them achieve successes
post-Newcomer. I want to thank
all of the promoters that helped
make this year’s national pageant
a success; none of us could have
done it without your continued
support. So promoters, please get
your renewal paperwork in as
soon as possible to secure the
dates for your prelim. I cannot
wait to work with every single one
of you throughout my reign.
Therefore, my goal this year to
make sure that all of my contest-
ants feel prepared both before
getting to nationals and of course
after competing at nationals.
There can only be one person
crowned, however every single
contestant can gain the knowledge

Vanity St. James 

Miss Gay USofA Newcomer 2016 

vstjames@usofa.org 

Continued on Page 8 
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Mari Jane 

Miss Gay USofA Newcomer2015 

mjane@usofa.org 
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and experience which will help them 
achieve any future goals they may 
have in pageantry, or even life. I can 
honestly say that nationals really 
taught me a lot this year. And I am 
confident the skills I obtained 
through competing for this title will 
forever be branded into me once my 
year is up and I pursue future goals. 
Thank you to all of the USofA staff 
that work so diligently to ensure a 
smooth running pageant. Thank you 
to Jerry Bird and Darryl Neumann 
for giving the Divas of Tomorrow a 
place to learn and grow. Thank you 
to all of the promoters that gave up 
so much of themselves to help us 
achieve our vision. Lastly, I want to 
thank the pageant goers. I know that 
most everyone that goes to a pageant 
is there to support a particular con-
testant or few contestants in the pag-
eant. However, the outpour of love 
which can be felt from the audience 
while on stage is amazing. Thank you 
all for your continued support in the 
art of female impersonation. Stay 
tuned for the next installment of 
Vanity’s Fair covering Miss Gay 
USofA at Large 2016. 

Humbly yours, 

Vanity St. James 
Miss Gay USofA Newcomer 

“I believe luck is preparation meeting 
opportunity. If  you hadn’t been pre-
pared when the opportunity came 
along, you wouldn’t have been lucky.” 
- Oprah Winfrey

Continued from Page 7 
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Michael LaMasters 

Mr. Gay USofA 2015 

mlamasters@usofa.org 

one do something to 

give back to your 

local community on 

a regular basis.  I was 

happy this month to be able to 

donate school supplies to the Lost 

Souls Rugby Team for their 

school 

supply 

drive for 

a local 

elemen-

tary 

school 

here in 

Dallas. 

These 

guys are 

an amaz-

ing 

group of 

individu-

als and 

rumor 

has it you may see Mastas out on 

the field one day. 

The next week I got to spend 

with Miss Gay USofA Aurora 

Sexton at her first prelim to kick 

off the year, Miss Gay Texas 

USofA. I was honored to judge 

final night and getting to see all 

the girls from Texas really battle it 

out in the top 12. Congratulations 

to Amanda Nicole on a well-

deserved win and I can’t wait to 

see what you bring in May. Roxy 

Ross had a phenomenal year as 

Miss Gay Texas USofA and so 

excited to see what is next for her 

and her ability to continue to raise 

the bar for titleholders in Texas. 

Kane and I got another sleepless 

Can anyone tell me where August 

went? The time continues to 

move faster and faster each 

month. August had one heck of a 

kick off for USofA as we wel-

come our newest sister to the 

family, Vanity St. James, Miss Gay 

USofA Newcomer! It 

was a pleasure to be 

there all week to cheer 

on all the contestants 

and get to perform 

alongside the entire 

Pulse Orlando Cast. 

Congrats to Vanity on 

her win and to Darryl 

Neumann for putting 

on yet another amazing 

national event for 

USofA. 

Kane and I immediately 

took off to Monroe, LA 

where we had entirely 

too much fun on the 

road together. If you are not fol-

lowing us and our shenanigans on 

Snapchat I would start now lol. 

Louisiana was such a great time 

and a place I will never forget. I 

will be back in Monroe anytime 

you guys need me. The love for 

USofA was overwhelming. Con-

gratulations to Eros Sea on be-

coming your new Mr. Gay Lousi-

ana USofA and 1st Alt. Devon 

Bexter both on their way to na-

tionals in October. 

Through all the hectic scheduling 

and sleepless travel, I always make 

it a point to give back in some 

shape or form each month. I 

know everyone can’t do it on the 

same level, but I encourage every-

night as we immediately took 

off to Milwaukee, WI for the 

next preliminary in the male 

division. Taylor Vaughn’s love 

and passion for the USofA system 

exudes from everything that he 

does. Everyone in Wisconsin now 

knows how to make a starfish 

squirt LOL. Congratulations to 

Talon on capturing the title of Mr. 

Gay Wisconsin USofA and 1st. 

Alternate Sebastian St. James on 

their way to nationals as well. I 

definitely left a “mark” in WI and 

cannot wait to return again. I 

know see and understand the leg-

acy that comes from this state. 

The end of August is the best part 

because I get to celebrate my 

birthday! But honestly it’s a bitter 

sweet time. September is upon us 

and it is the last month of prelims 

to qualify to be the next Mr. Gay 

USofA. I have had nothing but 

the time of my life this year and I 

wish an even better year for the 

next guy. Don’t miss out on your 

opportunities to make it to na-

tionals: Oklahoma, Sept 11; Cali-

fornia Sept 17, South Coast All 
Star, Sept 23; Florida, Sept 25;

and the one I will probably cry 

the whole time, my last 

preliminary, West Virginia, Sept 

30. If you have any questions in

regards to a prelim for you, please

do not hesitate to contact myself,

the state or regional pro-moter, or

the national promoter Craig

Henderson. Lastly I we will be

honoring our at Large queen,

Ka’aliyah McKim Diamond as she

has her hand
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9 - Miss Gay West Virginia USofA at Large 

11 - Mr.  Gay Oklahoma USofA 

17 - Mr. Gay California USofA 

17 - Mr. Gay California USofA at Large 

18 - Mister Oklahoma USofA MI 

18 - Mister Oklahoma USofA MI Classic 

19 - Miss Gay Ohio Valley USofA at Large 

21 - 23 - MISS GAY USofA AT LARGE 

23 - Mr. Gay South Coast All Star USofA 

30 - Mr. Gay West Virginia USofA 

30 - Mister Missouri USofA MI 

30 - Mister Missouri USofA MI Classic 

SEPTEMBER USofA EVENTS 

To make sure you get your pag-

eant/contest listed here.  Please 

send your event poster to 

integrity@usofa.org 

www.usofa.org 

down on Sept 23rd in Ohio. I have known this amazing tal-

ent since she was back up dancing at the old Saint in San 

Antonio and first came on to the scene. I couldn’t be more 

proud of all of her success, double crowned in the USofA 

system and I don’t think she is done yet. This past year with 

all the laughs and cutting up has truly been a blessing. Just 

remember we don’t go Live! LOL. Please send her some 

love as she has had an amazing year. 

To all the gentleman preparing for the Kings Ball in Octo-

ber, you must remain focused on your journey to greatness. 

Greatness is earned, never awarded! 

Live, laugh, and love one another! XOXO – Mastas 

Michael LaMasters 

Mr. Gay USofA 
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Kane Connors 

Mr. Gay USofA at Large 2015 

kconnors@usofa.org the next newcomer title-

holder but only one 

would succeed. I want to 

welcome Vanity into the 

USofA family and I hope she has 

an awesome reign. Mari Jane start-

ed her USofA reign a little before I 

started mine so seeing her give up 

her title was very emotional for 

me. I wish her nothing but the 

best and I’m sure I will see her on 

a national stage soon. 

As the summer comes to an end 

so will my reign as Mr. Gay 

USofA at Large. Words cannot 

express how this year has been for 

me and I’m sure I will lose it on 

the night of my give up. I have 

been able to travel across this 

great country and qualify 16 gen-

tlemen that will compete in Octo-

Welcome back to another edition 

of Kane’s Corner. I hope all you 

guys are doing great and are in 

good health and spirits. There has 

been so much going on over this 

summer and there is more to 

come. I have had the honor of 

going to many prelims as well as 

other great drag competitions this 

summer. As my time is 

winding down from 

being Mr. Gay USofA 

at Large I am looking 

forward to going to as 

many events as I can. 

This year and summer 

has been one of the 

most rewarding times 

in my life and I am 

glad I have made many 

memories to look back 

on and reflect on this 

amazing journey. 

This summer I have 

had the opportunity to 

travel to Oklahoma, 

Las Vegas, Arizona, 

San Antonio, Louisi-

ana, Houston, and 

Wisconsin. All of these 

great places showed 

me a lot of love and welcomed 

me in as family. I’ve had the op-

portunity to work at another Na-

tional title Miss Gay Newcomer 

USofA and welcome in another 

little sister. We saw the Mari Jane 

give up her title as Miss Gay 

Newcomer USofA and pass on 

the torch to Vanity St. James here 

in Dallas, TX at the Roundup Sa-

loon. 46 girls from across the 

country came and competed to be 

ber for the national title. I 

still have one more prelim 

to go to qualify guys and 

then that will be the end of this 

great year. I look forward to see-

ing what the guys have in store 

for nationals and I can say that 

this year is all about quality in 

male entertainment 

and not quantity. It’s 

always good to have 

large numbers of con-

testants to compete 

but having quality 

contestants with great 

packages makes any 

system great. I look 

forward to the last 

remaining weeks I 

have left as a national 

titleholder and I will 

do my best to stay 

active in the USofA 

system and give back 

to an organization 

that has given so 

much to me. 

Kane Connors 

Mr. Gay USofA at Large 
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Valentino Rios 

Mister USofA MI Classic 2016 

ValentinoRios@usofa.org 
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bus, OH. Ka'aliyah, you 
have had a fabulous reign! 
It has been my pleasure to 
reign with you! I know 
Ka'aliyah and Jeremy Burnette, Na-
tional Promoter for Miss Gay 
USofA At Large, have been working 

hard all year 
to make this a 
huge success, 
so make plans 
now to attend 
an incredible 
National Pag-
eant! And, of 
course, best 
of luck to all 
the qualified 
contestants! 

Taking a 
quick look at 
October, 

on October 1st there will be a triple 
crowning at Touche` Nightclub in 
Springfield, Missouri! Promoters 
Missy and Tawny Choate will be 
having Miss Missouri USofA Diva, 
Mister Missouri USofA MI and Mis-
ter Missouri USofA MI Classic! Next 
in October, Mister Georgia USofA 
MI and Mister Georgia USofA MI 
Classic will be held Oct 15th in At-
lanta. Promoters for Mister Georgia 
USofA MI and Mister Georgia 
USofA MI Classic are Owen 
McCord and Devin Liquor.  Also, in 
October, promoters Marco DelGat-
to and Drew Samuelson will have 
Mister Arkansas USofA MI and Mis-
ter Arkansas USofA MI Classic 
on Oct 21st and Miss Arkansas 
USofA Diva on Oct 22nd in Little 
Rock, AR. Contestant packets are 
available now! Contestants there is 
still time to get your prelim packages 

together! 

With my prelim season quickly 
approaching, I wanted to take 
this opportunity to remind us all 
to be kind to one another. Please 
don't talk behind other's back or 
sit behind a keyboard and anony-
mously "read" other entertainers 
or contestants. It is seriously not 
cute. Knocking others down to 
build yourself up is not accepta-
ble. If you see something that 
you seriously feel like needs im-
provement, reach out to them 
privately and offer suggestions. I 
understand that not everyone will 
follow your advice, but at least 
you tried to help somebody get 
better. You did the right thing. 
You tried to make a positive im-
pact. If you are someone that is 
sitting there right now saying, 
"that is not my job." You know 
what, that is fine too. If that is 
the case, then at least be a decent 
person and keep your opinions to 
yourself. Constantly pointing out 
problems without offering possi-
ble solutions is just negative be-
havior. We all learn and grow in 
this art form we call "drag". Eve-
ry successful entertainer has had 
help along the way to becoming 
successful. Again - just be nice to 
each other! It's really not hard! 

Until next month 
#BelieveInTheBrotherhood/
Sisterhood! 

Much love! 
Valentino “Val” Rios 
Mister USofA MI Classic

Hello, everybody! 

August started off with Miss Gay 
USofA Newcomer, which was an 
awesome experience!! These ladies 
were in it to win it!! Darryl Neu-
mann, you and you staff were ex-
ceptional all 
week. Having the 
entire National 
Court and the 
cast of Pulse-
Orlando was 
amazing!! Well 
done, sir!! Thank 
you again for 
having me! Con-
gratulations to 
Vanity St James, 
Miss Gay USofA 
Newcomer! 
Great job and 
enjoy your reign! 

Moving on to this month - 
on September 18th, my prelim sea-
son will begin with Mister Oklaho-
ma USofA MI Classic at Club Ma-
jestic in Tulsa, OK. This will be a 
great kick-off to the prelim season 
because it is also my step down as 
Mister Oklahoma USofA MI Clas-
sic 2015! The state promoters, Ta-
mia St James and David Dees, will 
be having a double crowning that 
night with Mister Oklahoma 
USofA MI and MI Classic 2016. 
I'm so excited about this upcoming 
prelim season! Contestants, get 
those prelim packages together. If 
there is anything I can assist you 
with, I am here for you! 

On Sept 21st - 23rd, Ka'aliyah 
McKim Diamond, Miss Gay 
USofA At Large will have her step 
down at Axis Nightclub in Colum-
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Abs Hart 

Mister USofA MI  2016 

ahart@usofa.org 
Ka'aliyah - it 

has been a joy to reign 

with you for part of our 

year. You never fail to 

put a smile on my face 

when we are chatting off 

stage and I always enjoy 

watching you perform. Thank you for 

being so wonderful, and I can't wait to 

see 

where 

your 

jour-

ney 

takes 

you 

next. 

Enjoy 

your 

last 

few 

weeks! 

The 

first of 

Octo-

ber will 

also bring my second prelim - Mister 

Missouri USofA MI, at Touche` 

Nightclub in Springfield, MO. I've 

been in contact with the promoters 

there and am so excited to finally get 

to work with Tawny and Missy Cho-

ate. We have several contestants lined 

up for Missouri and I know those 

boys will put on a great show as well. 

I know that once prelims start, the 

rest of this year will fly by. I can't be-

lieve that we are already just about 6 

months in, the summer has ended, 

and we only have national pageants 

for 3 divisions remaining for the year. 

There is still plenty of time to get a 

package together to compete and 

there is so much help available to you 

to do so! I still have a few things in 

the works that will hopefully be an-

nounced in the next couple of weeks 

Abs-olutely!  

to be able to give more op-

portunities to earn your spot 

to Ohio in March, so keep 

looking out for that! 

Before I close, I have to give a 

quick shout out to Carrie Strong in 

Oklahoma City, who shot some 

photos of me and the royal Rios 

couple at the beginning of August. 

Carrie is a brilliant photographer. 

I've never felt more comfortable, 

and her ability to completely cap-

ture our personalities in just a few 

shots is uncanny. I'm thrilled with 

how the shoot went, and definitely 

planning on booking some time 

with her again before nationals. If 

you haven't had the chance to 

work with her, I definitely recom-

mend messaging her ASAP! 

I also can't end this article without 

giving congratulations to our new 

Newcomer sister, Vanity St. James, 

who was crowned Miss Gay 

USofA Newcomer at the begin-

ning of August. Her final night 

talent brought most of us to tears 

and her gown left everyone some-

where between speechless and 

screaming approval. I look forward 

to spending some time with you 

over the next few months, and 

wish you the best on this year! 

Congratulations! 

Alright, gentlemen. Start your en-

gines, because it's go time! 

Abs Hart 

Mister USofA MI 

The countdown has begun. 

As this issue of Integrity is released, 

we will be but a short 18 days from 

my first state prelim! I could not be 

more excited about getting the sea-

son started. Our first prelim is Mis-

ter Oklahoma USofA MI, held in 

Tulsa, OK, at 

Club Majestic, 

on September 

18th. As I men-

tioned last 

month, D'an-

gelo, Tamia St. 

James, and Da-

vid Dees, have 

been working 

extremely hard 

and had a very 

successful 4 

prelims. I was 

able to attend 

their final pre-

lim, Mister Tul-

sa Oklahoma 

USofA MI. It was wonderful to be 

able to hug so many of my brothers 

and friends from Oklahoma and 

watch their final 2 contestants earn 

their spot to state. There are 8 boys 

qualified for the state competition: 

Spacee Kadett, Will Matrix, Miles 

Long, Bentley Ryan, Carter Zane 

Paige, Eastin Paige, Yoshi, and 

Avery Paige. Congratulations to all 

of these gentlemen, as well as D'an-

gelo on such a successful year. I 

can't wait to get things rolling, and 

see what these boys are starting the 

year with! 

Immediately following Mister Okla-

homa USofA MI, we will be cele-

brating Ka'aliyah McKim Dia-

mond’s year as Miss Gay USofA at 

Large as she crowns the next lovely 

lady in Ohio on September 23rd. 
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Victoria Rios 

Miss DIVA USofA 2016 

vrios@usofa.org Greetings, everyone! 

The crunch and crinkle of autumn 

leaves will soon be spiraling in the 

breeze!  It's September, and I'm 

having the hardest time wrapping 

my mind around the fact I've al-

most encountered 

the halfway point 

of my reign.  I feel 

like we've only just 

begun!  I'm happy 

to report the last 

few months have 

been a glorious 

buffet of national 

pageantry, assisting 

contestants, prelim-

inary preparation, 

judging, benefits, 

promoting, and 

constructing new 

looks for the up-

coming preliminary 

tour.  I've been up 

to my elbows in correspondence 

and rhinestones, but I wouldn't 

have it any other way.  Blessed 

doesn't even begin to describe it. 

In the process of helping settle 

divas into the right prelim for 

them, breaking down category 

descriptions, distributing registra-

tion information, I'm also getting 

the opportunity to learn about 

each contestant and potential 

competitor on a personal level.  It 

always makes me happy when I 

can be of assistance, and anytime 

my messenger goes off, I get ex-

cited because it might be one of 

my girls needing something.  Lis-

tening to these bio queens, and 

learning not just where they are 

nation, successfully com-

plete that goal while ulti-

mately increasing their self

-confidence.  These wom-

en will use their successes

to be role models for our sons 

and daughters.  It's hard to not 

get emotional when thinking of 

these things on a historic level, 

but the pride in my heart can't 

help it for these women art-

ists.  I've also noticed that there's 

been a decrease in fear.  Creativity 

is getting bolder and I love watch-

ing the progression.  These wom-

en are fierce, and they are ready to 

show the world.  These ladies 

have been keeping my message 

boxes full, and I'm loving every 

drop of correspondence.  Keep 

'em coming, ladies!  I'm here for 

you.  After all, you are my favorite 

part.  You're why I'm here, and 

I'm beyond grateful to 

serve.  Now, promoters- don't be 

upset with me! It's been wonder-

ful visiting with you all, 

too!  Without you, our competi-

tors would have no arena to dis-

play their talents.  Without you, 

there would be no arena.  No pag-

eant.  You are the dream mak-

ers.  You are the future of pag-

eantry.  Your money, time, pas-

sion, love, support, encourage-

ment, and work will never go un-

noticed by me.  I know the effort 

that goes into preparing the per-

fect preliminary pageant, and you 

all make this happen with your 

love.  Thank you for your gener-
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competitively, but really 

getting to know them 

has been one 

of the most rewarding 

facets of my reign.  It 

also helps the quality of 

communication.  I implore all of 

you to 

take the 

time to 

meet 

and 

make 

friends 

with 

your sis-

ters.  You never know how much 

you might have in common, or 

when you might inspire one an-

other.  We are mothers, service 

providers, retail workers, scien-

tists, attorneys, 

writers, and bio queens from 

many walks of life.  Aside from 

the passion for pageantry and the 

relentless desire to entertain, these 

women have some interesting 

commonalities.  Even in 2016, 

women endure particular inequali-

ties, not unlike the inequalities in 

the LGBT community.  One fea-

ture I've noticed trending is the 

drive to prove. Not necessarily to 

any particular individual, but to 

themselves. Prove to themselves 

that they can set a goal, and 

through hard work and determi-
Continued on Page  17 
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ous contributions to USofA pageant-

ry.  I can never repay you for what you 

do for our contestants, but I assure 

you I will be the best national repre-

sentative I can be.  If there's anything 

you need, I'm here for you, too. 

In recent news, Mari Jane relinquished 

her title as Miss Gay USofA Newcom-

er, and I'd like to graciously welcome 

Miss Vanity St James on capturing the 

title.  Congratulations to you, and I 

wish you as bountiful and rewarding a 

reign as I've experienced.  Welcome to 

the sisterhood.  The Miss Gay USofA 

Newcomer pageant was a spectacular 

event with so many quality newcom-

ers.  There were a 

couple of mo-

ments where I 

had to reassure 

myself we already 

did the Miss Gay 

USofA pag-

eant.  The talent 

was impressive in 

quality and quan-

tity.  What an 

honor it was to 

dance with the 

Pulse Orlando 

cast in a collabo-

rative celebration 

with the entire 

royal court!  We 

are truly fami-

ly.  Great job to 

Darryl Neuman on another successful 

and touching national, and thank you 

for having me.  I have another 

acknowledgement of success I'd like to 

share with everyone.  Congratulations 

to our Miss USofA Diva 2014, Brandi 

Amara Skyy on her first book, that hits 

Amazon today!  Faux Queens, fauxing 

the real:  the art of drag.  I'll definitely 

season.  When you show up, 

you've already won the first 

round.  Never forget that.  When 

you commit to your goal, make it 

reasonable.  You want to be able 

to reward yourself when you 

reach that respectable and attaina-

ble goal.  Aim high, yet aim real. 

When you keep your focus, you 

accomplish more tasks, and you 

will gain confidence with the rate 

of your productivity.  Work 

hard.  Leave no stone unturned- 

no fingernail unpolished.  Use 

your resources (I'm one of 

them!).  Be consistent with the 

amount of attention you give each 

category.  With set goals, effort, 

commitment, perseverance, and a 

little resilience, you can accom-

plish anything.  Dreams do come 

true. 

With much love and gratitude, 

Victoria Rios 

Miss USofA Diva 
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be adding it to my library, and I 

hope you do, too.  Last, but def-

initely not least, I'd like to con-

gratulate our Miss Gay USofA at 

Large, Ka'aliyah McKim Dia-

mond on a phenomenal 

reign.  Join us September 21, 22, 

and 23 in Columbus, Ohio for 

the Miss Gay USofA at Large 

national pageant. Ka'aliyah, eve-

ry time I have had the honor of 

getting to see you, you've always 

offered the kindest and most 

welcoming smile to me.  You are 

truly a queen in every aspect, 

and you 

have no idea the influence you 

have had on me and many other 

"little" (lol) queens.  Thank you 

for your service to 

our community, 

and I'm so happy 

to have reigned 

with you.  I wish 

you the greatest 

of luck on your 

future endeav-

ors.  To all of the 

contestants who 

will be compet-

ing for the title- 

congratulations 

on your 

achievements 

that have land-

ed you at a na-

tional pag-

eant.  This is 

your time to 

put all your efforts into frui-

tion.  I'm so proud of all of 

you.  Good luck, and may the 

stars be in your favor for this 

epic battle. 

I'd like to leave the contest-

ants with a few words leading 

into our first prelims of the 

Continued from Page 16 
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